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Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb. A job could
obligate you to constantly enrich the knowledge as well as encounter. When you have no adequate time to
enhance it directly, you can obtain the experience and also expertise from reading the book. As everybody
recognizes, book Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb
is incredibly popular as the home window to open the world. It suggests that checking out book Dark
Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb will give you a brand-
new method to find every little thing that you need. As guide that we will offer here, Dark Alliance: The
CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb

Amazon.com Review
In July 1995, San Jose Mercury-News reporter Gary Webb found the Big One--the blockbuster story every
journalist secretly dreams about--without even looking for it. A simple phone call concerning an
unexceptional pending drug trial turned into a massive conspiracy involving the Nicaraguan Contra rebels,
L.A. and Bay Area crack cocaine dealers, and the Central Intelligence Agency. For several years during the
1980s, Webb discovered, Contra elements shuttled thousands of tons of cocaine into the United States, with
the profits going toward the funding of Contra rebels attempting a counterrevolution in their Nicaraguan
homeland. Even more chilling, Webb quickly realized, was that the massive drug-dealing operation had the
implicit approval--and occasional outright support--of the CIA, the very organization entrusted to prevent
illegal drugs from being brought into the United States.

Within the pages of Dark Alliance, Webb produces a massive amount of evidence that suggests that such a
scenario did take place, and more disturbing evidence that the powers that be that allowed such an alliance
are still determined to ruthlessly guard their secrets. Webb's research is impeccable--names, dates, places,
and dollar amounts gather and mount with every page, eventually building a towering wall of evidence in
support of his theories. After the original series of articles ran in the Mercury-News in late 1996, both Webb
and his paper were so severely criticized by political commentators, government officials, and other
members of the press that his own newspaper decided it best not to stand behind the series, in effect
apologizing for the assertions and disavowing his work. Webb quit the paper in disgust in November 1997.
His book serves as both a complex memoir of the time of the Contras and an indictment of the current state
of America's press; Dark Alliance is as necessary and valuable as it is horrifying and grim. --Tjames
Madison

Review
"…a densely researched, passionately argued, acronym-laden 548-page volume." —Michael Massing, The
Los Angeles Times Sunday Book Review

"I find his argument to be very well documented, very careful and very convincing. In fact, the readability of
the book suffers a bit from what seems to have been a fear that if he didn't include absolutely every bit of



evidence he had unearthed, he would open himself up to new criticisms of inadequate reporting—but this
editor's quibble shouldn't stop anyone from buying and reading Dark Alliance. Long-time followers of the
contra tale are likely to find new revelations in the book…" —Jo Ann Kawell, The Nation

About the Author

An award-winning investigative reporter, GARY WEBB (1955–2004) is best known for his “Dark Alliance”
series that linked a Northern California drug ring with the CIA and the United States’ burgeoning crack
epidemic. When the story first appeared in 1996 on the website of the San Jose Mercury News, it became an
unprecedented internet sensation, receiving up to 1.3 million hits daily. The report was the target of a
famously vicious media backlash that ended his career as a mainstream journalist. When Webb told the
whole story in the book Dark Alliance, some of the same publications that had vilified him retracted their
criticism and praised his courage in telling the truth about one of the worst official abuses in our nation’s
history. Others, including his own former newspaper and the New York Times, continued to treat him as an
outlaw. Before joining the Mercury News, Webb cut his journalism teeth at the Kentucky Post and Cleveland
Plain Dealer. He is the co-recipient of an Investigative Reporters and Editors Award (for a story at the Post
about links between the Kentucky coal mining industry and organized crime) and a Pulitzer Prize (as part of
a team at the Mercury News covering the 1988 San Francisco Earthquake). Dark Alliance won the 1998
Firecracker Alternative Book Award in the Politics category, and was a finalist for the PEN/Newman’s Own
First Amendment Award. In 2014 Webb’s story was adapted into the major motion picture Kill the
Messenger. His death in 2004 was ruled a suicide.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb. One day,
you will find a new journey as well as understanding by investing more cash. However when? Do you think
that you should get those all needs when having significantly money? Why do not you attempt to get
something straightforward at first? That's something that will lead you to recognize more about the globe,
adventure, some locations, past history, amusement, and also much more? It is your personal time to proceed
checking out behavior. Among the publications you can enjoy now is Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras,
And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb right here.

Even the price of an e-book Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By
Gary Webb is so inexpensive; many individuals are truly thrifty to reserve their money to purchase guides.
The other factors are that they really feel bad and also have no time to go to guide shop to browse the
publication Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb to
check out. Well, this is contemporary era; many publications can be got easily. As this Dark Alliance: The
CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb and also a lot more publications, they
can be obtained in extremely quick methods. You will certainly not should go outside to obtain this book
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By visiting this web page, you have actually done the best staring factor. This is your begin to pick guide
Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb that you want.
There are great deals of referred books to review. When you would like to obtain this Dark Alliance: The
CIA, The Contras, And The Crack Cocaine Explosion By Gary Webb as your e-book reading, you could
click the link web page to download and install Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, And The Crack
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Major Motion Picture based on Dark Alliance and starring Jeremy Renner, "Kill the Messenger," to be be
released in Fall 2014

In August 1996, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Gary Webb stunned the world with a series of articles in
the San Jose Mercury News reporting the results of his year-long investigation into the roots of the crack
cocaine epidemic in America, specifically in Los Angeles. The series, titled “Dark Alliance,” revealed that
for the better part of a decade, a Bay Area drug ring sold tons of cocaine to Los Angeles street gangs and
funneled millions in drug profits to the CIA-backed Nicaraguan Contras.

Gary Webb pushed his investigation even further in his book, Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the
Crack Cocaine Explosion. Drawing from then newly declassified documents, undercover DEA audio and
videotapes that had never been publicly released, federal court testimony, and interviews, Webb
demonstrates how our government knowingly allowed massive amounts of drugs and money to change
hands at the expense of our communities.

Webb’s own stranger-than-fiction experience is also woven into the book. His excoriation by the media—not
because of any wrongdoing on his part, but by an insidious process of innuendo and suggestion that in effect
blamed Webb for the implications of the story—had been all but predicted. Webb was warned off doing a
CIA expose by a former Associated Press journalist who lost his job when, years before, he had stumbled
onto the germ of the “Dark Alliance” story. And though Internal investigations by both the CIA and the
Justice Department eventually vindicated Webb, he had by then been pushed out of the Mercury News and
gone to work for the California State Legislature Task Force on Government Oversight. He died in 2004. 
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Most helpful customer reviews

329 of 332 people found the following review helpful.
CIA Case Officer from Central American Era Validates This Book
By Robert David STEELE Vivas
I am probably the only reviewer who was a clandestine case officer (three back to back tours), who
participated in the Central American follies as both a field officer and a desk officer at CIA HQS, who is also
very broadly read.

With great sadness, I must conclude that this book is truthful, accurate, and explosive.

The book lacks some context, for example, the liberal Saudi funding for the Contras that was provided to the
National Security Council (NSC) as a back-door courtesy.

There are three core lessons in this book, supported by many books, some of which I list at the end of this
review:

1) The US Government cannot be trusted by the people. The White House, the NSC, the CIA, even the
Justice Department, and the Members of Congress associated with the Administration's party, are all liars.
They use "national security" as a pretext for dealing drugs and screwing over the American people.

2) CIA has come to the end of its useful life. I remain proud to have been a clandestine case officer, but I see
now that I was part of the "fake" CIA going through the motions, while extremely evil deeds were taking
place in more limited channels.

3) In the eyes of the Nicaraguan, Guatemalan, and Honduran people, among many others, the US
Government, as represented by the CIA and the dark side Ambassadors who are partisan appointees rather
than true diplomats, is evil. It consorts with dictators, condones torture, helps loot the commonwealths of
others, runs drugs, launders money, and is generally the bully on the block.

I have numerous notes on the book, and will list just a few here that are important "nuggets" from this great
work:

1) The CIA connection to the crack pandemic could be the crime of the century. It certainly destroys the
government's moral legitimacy in the eyes of the people.

2) The fact that entrepreneur Ricky Ross went to jail for life, while his supplier, Nicaraguan Blandon, was
constantly protected by CIA and the Department of Justice, is a travesty.

3) Nicaragua, under Somoza, was the US Government's local enforcer, and CIA was his most important
liaison element. As long as we consort with 44 dictators (see Ambassador Palmer's "The Real Axis of Evil,"
we should expect to be reviled by the broader populations.

4) I believe that beginning with Henry Kissinger, the NSC and the CIA have had a "eugenics" policy that
considers the low-income blacks to be "expendable" as well as a nuisance, and hence worthy of being
targeted as a market for drugs to pull out what income they do have.

5) I believe that CIA was unwitting of the implications of crack, but that Congress was not. The book



compellingly describes the testimony provided to Congress in 1979 and again in 1982, about the forthcoming
implications of making a cocaine derivative affordable by the lowest income people in our Nation.

6) The Administration and Congress, in close partnership with the "mainstream media," consistently lied,
slandered witnesses to the truth, and generally made it impossible for the truth to be "heard."

7) The ignorance of the CIA managers about the "ground truth" in Nicaragua and Honduras, and their
willingness to carry out evil on command from the White House, without actually understanding the context,
the true feelings of the people, or even the hugely detrimental strategic import of what they were about to do
to Los Angeles, simply blow me away. We need to start court-martialling government employees for being
stupid on the people's payroll.

8) CIA officers should not be allowed to issue visas. When they are under official cover they are assigned
duty officer positions, and the duty officer traditionally has access to the visa stamp safe for emergencies
(because the real visa officers are too lazy to be called in for an emergency).

9) I recently supported a movie on Ricky Ross, one that immediately won three awards in 2006 for best
feature-length documentary, and I have to say, on the basis of this book, that Rick Ross was clearly not a
gang member; was a tennis star and all-around good guy, was trying to make school grades; was disciplined,
professional, and entrepreneurial. He did not create the cocaine, he did not smuggle it into the country, he
simply acted on the opportunity presented to him by the US Government and its agent Blandon.

10) There is a connection between CIA, the private sector prison managers in the US, and prisoners. This
needs a more careful look.

11) Clinton's bodyguards (many of whom have died mysteriously since then) were fully witting of Bill and
Hillary Clinton's full engagement in drug smuggling into the US via Arkansas, and CIA's related nefarious
activities.

12) CIA not only provided post-arrest white washes for its drug dealers, but they also orchestrated tip-offs on
planned raids.

13) Both local police departments, especially in California, and the US Government, appear to have a
standard "loot and release" program where drug dealers caught with very large amounts of cash (multiple
millions) are instantly freed in return for a quit claim on the money.

14) CIA Operations Officers (clandestine case officers) lied not just to the FBI and Justice, but to their own
CIA lawyers.

15) DEA in Costa Rica was dirtier than most, skimming cash and protecting drug transports.

The book ends with a revelation and an observation.

The revelation: just prior to both the Contra drug deals and the CIA's ramping up in Afghanistan, which now
provides 80% of the world's heroin under US administration, the CIA and Justice concluded a Memorandum
of Understanding that gave CIA carte blanche in the drug business.. The author says this smacked of
premeditation, and I agree.

The observation: here is a quote from page 452: " ...the real danger the CIA has always presented--unbridled



criminal stupidity, clouded in a blanked of national security."

Shame on us all. It's time to clean house.
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
This is essential reading for anyone interested in this topic ...
By Brian Saady
This is essential reading for anyone interested in this topic. Gary Webb faced a storm of criticism for his
three-part series, "Dark Alliance," in the San Jose Mercury Newspaper. Some of it was fair, but most of it
wasn't. Several of Webb's critics were merely acting as gatekeepers. Also, much of the criticism focused on
details that didn't negate the overall discovery of his work.
This book served as Webb's chance for a rebuttal. It is well-sourced and Webb thoroughly proved that the
U.S. government was fully aware of Contras' drug trafficking. Our government also covered it up and helped
them along the way.
Dark Alliance prompted an investigation by the CIA Inspector General, the Hitz report. According to most
newspapers, the Hitz report "proved" that the CIA wasn't complicit in drug trafficking. However, the Hitz
report is now public information and any independent-minded reader will see that the CIA, along with other
US government agencies, were closely linked with several major drug traffickers.

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
What a diabolical, tangled mess!
By V-ROD
Although I already knew about the Contra/CIA/drug running prior to reading this book, the details laid out in
this book are mind boggling. Think about this. The CIA(with Reagan administration approval) after a
congressional veto for more funding; doesn't have the resources to continue supporting the Contras. The CIA
working in conjunction with the National Security Agency (ie Oliver North) devise a covert op; whereby the
Contras are supplying drugs to be sold into the U.S. in exchange for money and arms. The justification being
we are supporting the anti-communist forces in Nicaragua. How Pres. Reagan could have allowed himself to
get caught up in a mess like this is beyond me. He put too much trust in his advisors judgment. My opinion is
he didn't know where the money was coming from; but he darn well should have looked into it. How ironic;
this was in the 80's when we had the "war on drugs" campaign being run. How does someone justify
supporting anti-communist forces in the hope of building a Democratic nation in Latin America, while at the
same time tearing down your own country in order to finance it? And for those who think this CIA drug
running came to an end in the 90's is deceived. This money is being laundered in banks and companies to
this day.

From what I know, Gary Webb wrote this book after his editors refused to publicly back his well
documented story. He wanted the story to be made public. He meticulously and painstakingly documented



his research in order to prove the truth of the story. This can be a negative for the reader because this is not
an easy story to follow. I found myself losing track of all the characters and organizations. A former DEA
agent whose now an informant, a drug dealer working for the CIA, the FDN, the UDN-FARN; (I think you
get the picture). If Gary would have wrote this in the first person and offered his thoughts and feelings about
what he was uncovering, it would have made a good book an excellent one.

Gary Webb is a man to be admired and respected. He refused to back down when pressure was put on him to
abandon the story. He was essentially demoted and eventually quit the profession he loved. In the epilogue,
he offers a grim and depressing outlook on the media in America. Truth is no longer sought. What is offered
to the public is a polished spin story approved by the politically involved elite. In fact, this is what former
CIA Director Bill Casey referred to as "perception management". The only hope left for truth is the web. If
the gov't regulates this venue, then indeed Big Brother has arrived; and there will be no turning back. Gary
Webb fought for the truth, and it ended up costing him his life. Two bullets to the head in an apparent
suicide. No news story. No investigation. Just another story to be explained away and forgotten in the news.

See all 124 customer reviews...
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